
 

[Type text] 
 

Newsletter 
Cheshire Branch 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

ISSUE No. 1604/36 

Registered Charity No 294354 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROUND UP 
 
What a difference a few months make. Autumn 
passed in a blaze of stunning colour and, as we 
come to the end of the year, it’s a time to reflect 
but also look forward.  
 
As usual, you’ll find the latest fundraising news 
inside along with updates on local and national 
Association activity. 
 
As many of you may know our wonderful 
newsletter editor, webmaster and dedicated 
Association member, Hal Bailey sadly passed 
away in October. Joel, chair of the Cheshire 
Branch, pays tribute to his friend on page 4 and 
you can read Hal’s reports from the MND AGM, 
which he attended in September, on p6 and 7. 
 
Looking ahead, plans are already underway for 
some exciting new fundraising initiatives in 2017, 
along with the return of some favourites that have 
become something of a fixture in our calendar. 
Details to be announced soon.    
 
We are also delighted that the Cheshire Branch is 
the nominated charity for both the Chester Musical 
Society and Heyrose Golf Club next year. Our 
heartfelt thanks to both organisations. 
 
All that remains is to wish you joy and peace over 
the festive season. 

 

 

FOLLOW US ON DONATE WITH 
 @MNDACheshire 

 MNDCheshire 

 justgiving.com/MNDACheshire 

 mndcheshire.org 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Arley Hall will be hosting a fundraising 
event on 30 March 2017.   

More details coming in the New Year! 

https://twitter.com/MNDACheshire
http://www.facebook.com/MNDACheshire
http://www.justgiving.com/MNDACheshire
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FUNDRAISING NEWS 

Great MNDA bake  
by Dianne and John Kinder 
 
In November, our branch contact Dianne received 
a call from Mrs Carney with the good news that 
she had a donation of £800. 
 
Mrs Carney’s husband died of MND some 11 
years ago but the couple’s close association with 
the Branch had been remembered by their son 
and daughter-in-law; they had nominated the 
charity at a fundraising event they were involved 
with in their home town of Barnstaple. The 
Cheshire Branch was one of two organisations to 
benefit.   
 
We visited Mrs Carney at her home in Winsford 
and were presented with the wonderful cheque – 
but that wasn’t all.   
 
To our surprise, Mrs Carney also gave us a cake which had been created by a local bakery in 
Barnstaple.  After being on show at the event, the tempting treat had been safely delivered to Mrs 
Carney along with the funds raised.   
 
The cake was iced and decorated beautifully with 
the MND Association colours and logo. Mrs 
Carney told us that she just wasn’t sure if it was a 
fruit or sponge cake – so we said we would take it 
to the support meeting due to be held on 7 
November. 
 
We presented - what turned out to be - a delicious 
sponge cake at the Rowton Hall get together and 
everyone enjoyed a slice. 
 
Our thanks go to Mrs Carney as well as her son 
and daughter-in-law, not only for the tasty treat but 
also the generous donation of £800 to our funds, 
which Mrs Carney asked to be used specifically 
for the Cheshire Branch. 

 

  

 
Mrs Carney with the fabulous 

MNDA cake 

 

The special cake is enjoyed by 
all at the Rowton Hall support 

meeting 
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T4MND 
by Joel Millett 
 
Here in Cheshire we have been supporting Pete 
Collins’ T4MND campaign.  
 
Two teatime fundraisers have been held recently; 
one at Newgate Kennels in Wilmslow and the 
other at Cheshire Branch’s November support 
meeting at Rowton Hall in Chester. 
 
T4MND was launched in September 2015 to raise 
funds and awareness for the Association by 
highlighting how difficult simple tasks like making 
or drinking a cup of tea can be for people living 
with MND.   
 
To make a donation, text T4MND55 £5 to 70070 
or visit www.justgiving.com/Tea4MND 
 
 
 

All action fundraisers 
by Hayley Shatliff-Smith 
 
I am pleased to report on a number of fundraising 
events I was involved with over the summer.  
 
The now annual Walk 2 D’Feet around Lymm 
attracted over 75 participants and raised over 
£1,000.  All the walkers wore the MNDA t-shirts 
which encouraged people to stop and ask 
questions – a great help for raising awareness. 
  
In addition, some of my family joined me for 
some sky dives which were also in aid of the 
Cheshire Branch. To fund the activity, we 
organised a rounders day with over 50 people 
which also contributed to the funds raised – an 
amazing total of £1,800.  We plan to repeat this 
in 2017 too!   
 
 
 
  

Preparations for the sky dive! 

 

Staff at Newgate Kennels raise a 
mug for T4MND  

Getting ready for the sky dive 

http://www.justgiving.com/Tea4MND
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A tribute to Hal  
by Joel Millett 
 
You know how you think someone will live forever 
– which I know is a total contradiction considering 
Hal had MND – but whilst the disease robbed him 
of so much Hal retained his tenacity.  He was so 
much bigger than MND. 
 
A larger than life character, he was known 
throughout the MND community simply as Hal.  A 
really great bloke, a friend to so many of us, with a 
wonderful sense of humour. 
 
Over the last nine years, Hal developed the 
Cheshire Branch newsletter and worked tirelessly 
to produce informative, useful and funny content 
for readers. It was commended on so many 
occassions and further endorsed by the printing 
being funded by Alan Smith of the Cheshire 
Provincial Mark Benevolent Fund; something we 
know Hal was extremely grateful for. 
 
Hal also became our webmaster and social media champion – over 8,000 visitors to our 
webpage – which is perhaps the first port of call for those newly diagnosed in our region.  Once 
again informative, useful, relevant and up to date information.  Alongside this, he also developed 
amusing and awareness raising Twitter activity for both MND Cheshire and thegrumpygramps 
with over 1,100 followers. 
 
Hal’s speeches, especially those delivered through his iPad, and presence at many events did 
masses to raise MND awareness. Together with his wife Margaret, Hal attended AGMs, 
conferences, workshops, Parliamentary Receptions, study groups and even had an audience 
with our Royal Patron, her Royal Highness the Princess Royal.  
 
In an interview earlier this year for an article entitled ‘Extraordinary people doing extraordinary 
things’ Hal said: 
 
“I have been determined not to worry about my condition or let it take over my life. I have taken to 
heart the motto, make every day count as life is not a rehearsal, we only get one chance to live it. 
I am keen to encourage others living with MND to volunteer as we are the only people who can 
really tell it as it is.” 
 
Hal - a true inspiration who will never be forgotten. 
 
 

Hal Bailey 
1946-2016 
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LOCAL NEWS 

Carers Lunch  
by Joel Millett 
 
I was joined by 15 carers and our branch contact 
Dianne for lunch at the Alderly Edge Hotel in 
September. 
 
As you can see from the smiling faces in the 
photo, a good time was had by all.  The staff were 
very attentive and the food was delicious. This 
was the second carers’ lunch held this year, the 
first one took place in June at the Rowton Hall 
Hotel near Chester.  
 
These lunches allow carers time to talk with each 
other and have a couple of hours 
relaxation.  We hope to be able to provide 
these lunches again in 2017. 
 

FINANCIAL STUFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Summarised Accounts as at 31st October 2016 

Income Expenditure 

Item Year to Date Item Year to Date 

General Donations 774 Financial Support 10664 

Restricted Donation 17537 National Office 2405 

In Memoriam 
Donations 7876 Info & Education 789 

Corporate 
Donations 1602 Admin Cost 2891 

Fund Raising 3912 Publicity and Fundraising 46 

Resale of Goods 10 Purchase of goods for resale 138 

Sundry  
CEO Appeal & MMU 
Research 

0 

Bank Interest 117 Total Expenditure 16933 

Gift Aid 359 
Surplus/(Deficit) for the 
year 

15254 

Total Income 32187 Total 32187 

A delicious lunch enjoyed by all 

 

IMAGE 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 

MND Register 
by Hal Bailey 
 
The MND Register of England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland is a research study funded by the 
MND Association and led by Professor Al-Chalabi 
at King’s College London and by Professor Kevin 
Talbot at Oxford University. It will collect 
information about every person living with MND. 
 
The database in which all records will be stored has been successfully constructed. This will help 
to safely and easily collect participants’ data and develop the important networks of healthcare 
professionals and clinicians. This will allow the Association to centralise the information about 
every person living with MND in the country – counting everyone is a key component to 
establishing a population based register. 
 
Development of the website is underway but further user testing, additional refinement to the 
layout, functions, help text, hosting of the website and ensuring its security are all currently areas 
of work. The Association will be promoting it as soon as it’s ready. 
 
As the project develops, the Association will need the help of plw MND and different groups of 
people involved in the care of people with MND in order to make sure the project is successful. 
You can find more information at www.mndassociation/org/mndregister 

 

Parliamentary 

reception 
 
In October, the MND Association held its annual 
reception at Westminster to raise awareness 
among MPs of the difference good care and 
financial support can make to people living with 
the condition and those caring for them. 
 
Around 120 volunteers from around 150 branches 
travelled to London to share their stories with the 
50+ MPs who attended the event – including three 
minsters from the Department of Work and 
Pensions (DWP).  

 

Cris Hoskin, campaigns contact for 
South Lancs Branch with Chester MP 

Chris Matheson 

 

http://www.mndassociation/org/mndregister
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MND ASSOCIATION 

AGM 
by Hal Bailey 
 
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held at 
the Radisson Blu Hotel at East Midlands airport on 
9 September.  
 
 
More than 175 members of the MND Association family were present. Margaret and I attended for 
the Cheshire Branch and there was a good mix of plw MND and their carers, volunteers, 
supporters, staff and trustees. 
 
Alun Owen, Chair of the Trustees, gave the welcome and opening remarks. Among other things, 
he highlighted the publication of the NICE guidelines following four years of campaigning by the 
Association’s staff and volunteers.  He also went on to point out the difference the Ice Bucket 
Challenge has made; enabling the Association to award a record number of 45 research grants 
and funding last year.  
 
Sally Light, Chief Executive Officer, reflected on the achievements the Association has made 
during 2015/16 including improving care and support to 3,547 plw MND and their carers (as at 30 
April 2016). When talking about campaigning and raising awareness, Sally highlighted the 
success of the bus and rail network poster campaign, which featured two plw MND. She reported 
that these posters were seen an estimated 42 million times; leading to local and national 
coverage as well as numerous TV appearances and valuable engagement on social media.  
 

During the morning, there was the opportunity to attend 
various workshops covering corporate partnerships and 
NICE guidelines.  Margaret and myself attended the 
session on the MND Register – you can find my report 
on page 6. 
 

 
Professor Dame Pamela Shaw gave an excellent keynote presentation on ‘Progress in the 
understanding of MND and prospects for new therapy development.”  She is a Consultant 
Neurologist, Director of the Sheffield Care and Research Centre for Motor Neurone Disorders and 
Professor of Neurology and Pro Vice Chancellor for the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
at the University of Sheffield.  Alongside her clinical work, since 1991 Professor Shaw has led a 
multidisciplinary research programme with MND as the major focus. 
 
To sum up, it was a most enjoyable meeting. The facilities at the event were very good and we 
were treated to lunch and refreshments throughout the day. As well as being informative, the day 
brings people together who probably wouldn’t meet if it weren’t for these types of events. 
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Useful Contacts 
 

MND Connect offers support, information and advice to people living 
with MND, health and social care professionals, staff and volunteers. 
 
Paula Sutton is the Association's Regional Care Development Adviser and has detailed 
knowledge of the care and management of MND. She can be contacted on 07872 161024 or 
paula.sutton@mndassociation.org 
 

Branch Contacts 
 

Chair Joel Millett 01625 525409 joel@mndcheshire.org 

Vice Chair Margaret Bailey 01565 634831 margaret@mndcheshire.org 

Secretary Clare Ward 01565 653475 clare@mndcheshire.org 

Treasurer John Kinder 01260 291232 john@mndcheshire.org 

Branch Contact Dianne Kinder 07929 732958 dianne@mndcheshire.org 

Publicity Officer Sarah Walker 07970 216057 sarah@mndcheshire.org 

Webmaster 

Newsletter Editor 

Vacant 

Emma Edwards 

 

07772 324332 

 

emma@mndcheshire.org 

Fund Raising Vacant   
 

Association Visitors 
 

Ann Barlow 01606 891027 ann@mndcheshire.org 

Jessica Butroid 

Joel Millett 

07860 361546 

01625 525409 

jessica@mndcheshire.org 

joel@mndcheshire.org 

Amy Richardson 07870 199435 amy@mndcheshire.org 

Diary Dates 
 

9 January @ 2.30pm 

 

Support meeting 

 

Wilmslow Garden Centre, Manchester Road, 

Wilmslow SK9 2JN 

26 January @ 7.30pm 

30 March 

April (date tbc) 

Committee meeting 

Fundraising event (tbc) 

Carers lunch 

Knutsford 

Arley Hall 

Rowton Hall, Chester 

If you no longer wish to receive information from us, please contact emma@mndcheshire.org or one of the committee listed 

above. 
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