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ROUND UP 
 
Welcome to our Autumn issue. 
  
After what has been an amazing summer of long, 
hot, sunny days, the recent chilly mornings are a 
sure sign that a change of season is in the air. 
  
But the heatwave certainly didn’t stop many 
fantastic fundraising events taking place over the 
last few months 
 
From a packed cricket club in Nantwich, to a hair-
raising skydive at 13,000 feet – you can read the 
latest news on pages 2-4. 
 
There are more dates for your diary on page 7 – 
including a new Walk to d’feet at beautiful Marbury 
Country Park (p5). There is a choice of two routes 
(both wheelchair friendly) and you are welcome to 
bring your dogs to join in the fun. 
 
Finally, the Committee has acquired two Neater 
Eaters – clever gadgets designed to assist 
independent eating. They are available for 
longterm loan to anyone who would like to try one. 
Please contact Dianne for further details.   
 
As always, please do get in-touch if you would like to see 
your news featured in the next issue 
 

 

 

 FOLLOW US ON DONATE WITH  @MNDACheshire 

 MNDCheshire 

 justgiving.com/MNDACheshire 

 mndcheshire.org 

 

 

 

Pictured: Claire Keen lands safely after her 

dare devil, sponsored skydive. 

https://twitter.com/MNDACheshire
http://www.facebook.com/MNDACheshire
http://www.justgiving.com/MNDACheshire
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FUNDRAISING NEWS  

Claire’s skydive in honour of brave husband  
by Sarah Walker 
 
A devoted wife faced her fears by completing a charity skydive from 13,000 feet – and raised over 
£4,000 in sponsorship for the MNDA Cheshire branch.  
 

“I wanted to do something which would be a 
challenge from a fear perspective. Richard, 
when he could speak, would often talk about not 
being afraid of dying, but of being trapped in his 
own body like many with MND become. 
 
“I wanted to do something that would, in a small 
way, represent that fear for me – there was the 
fear of falling, fear of the parachute not opening, 
fear of dying. But none of it compares to the fear 
Richard or anyone with MND is facing,” 
explained Claire. 

 
 

Claire, from Wybunbury, completed the challenge at Langar airfield near Nottingham. It came 
soon after another traumatic ordeal for the couple - who celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary in August – after Richard experienced six falls in quick succession. They caused 
bleeding on and inside his brain and saw him rushed to hospital. 
 
But he was determined to be with Claire 
on the day of the skydive and once 
again defied all the odds to make it to 
the airfield for the jump.  
 
“Richard is my inspiration for all of it – 
he is an amazing man, so stoic and 
brave in all that we have been through 
and continue to face.” 
 
“I haven’t done much campaigning in 
my life but, having lived with MND 
alongside Richard, I was compelled to 
find any way I could to help raise 
money to fight it. I’m delighted with the 
amount raised and want to thank 
everyone who has helped me to smash my target and conquer my fears.”   
 
 

Pictured: Richard (c) and Claire surrounded by 

supporters at the airfield. 

1 Picture Pictured: Claire with her tandem skydive instructor.  
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Strawberry celebration 
by Leonie Steventon 
 
Annual Strawberries and Cream evening returns to Nantwich Cricket Club and raises £1,800.   
 
Guess the name of the rabbit was just one of several great fundraising ideas used during the 
annual Nantwich Strawberries and Cream evening, held in memory of close family members 
diagnosed with MND. 
 
It was especially poignant this year as Joan Park, a tireless fundraiser on behalf of the Cheshire 
branch of MNDA, sadly passed away recently.  The ladies involved thought the most fitting tribute 
would be to continue the event in the same way; as if Joan was still at the centre of the 
preparations. And that is exactly what they did.  
 
Nantwich Cricket Club again provided the venue on a warm evening in late June and over 70 
guests came to support the cause and enjoy themselves. Bowls of strawberries and cream were 
served – always a treat! Guests were invited to purchase raffle tickets with a highly desirable 
range of prizes – most kindly donated by local shops and businesses.  
 
An auction attracted a lot of interest and bids were soon coming in thick and fast! For those 
feeling lucky, one stall offered a chance to win a bottle, while for anyone looking for some retail 
therapy a selection of jewellery and accessories were also on sale.  
 
There was a great atmosphere with a real buzz in the room and no one seemed in any hurry to 
leave. The organisers were delighted at the end of the night to find they had raised such a 
fantastic amount to help local people living with MND, support their carers and fund vital research 
into this cruel disease.  
 

The evening wouldn’t be such a great 
success without the generous donations, 
prizes and auction items from businesses 
in Nantwich and the surrounding area. 
Their support is always invaluable.  
 
The ladies who put so much hard work to 
make the event such a success were 
justifiably proud of their achievement. 
 
And the rabbit’s name – Big Ears of course! 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Pictured: Two helpers sell raffle tickets at the ever-

popular Strawberry Evening. 
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Chester students get rowing  
by Leonie Steventon 
 
A group of students from Chester schools organised a sponsored row to raise much-needed 
funds for MNDA Cheshire branch. 
 

The National Citizenship Service is a government run 
programme, which enables young people aged 15-17 to gain 
new experiences and valuable life skills to help them prepare for 
the future. As part of this scheme, students have to choose and 
fundraise for a particular charity.  
 
The students raised a grand total of £200 through donations, 
selling MNDA merchandise and using the facilities at Chester 
Rowing Club to row 21 miles between them – a distance 
equivalent of crossing the English Chanel from Dover to Calais. 
 
We would like to say a massive well done to team for completing 
their award and for raising money which will go directly to helping 
people in Cheshire living with MND.  
 
And perhaps, the Rowing Club has gained some new members 
too?! 
 

 

 

Family inspire fundraising success 
by Jon Kinder 
 
The family of George Grice, one of our members who 
sadly died recently, continue to raise awareness and 
fundraise in his memory.  
 
Sally Cooper, daughter of George and Janet Grice, 
gave a talk about MND to students at Eaton Bank 
Academy where she works as a teacher. As a result, a 
group decided to hold a homemade bake sale – a 
popular event which raised over £180. 
 
And another member of the family took part in the High 
Peaks Run and raised over £500 in sponsorship – a 
fantastic achievement. 
 
We would like to thank the Grice family for their continued support. 
 

Pictured: Some of the team 

members take part in the 

sponsored row. 

Pictured: Janet Grice (l) and Dianne 

Kinder (r) with the Academy students.  
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EVENT NEWS   
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COMMITTEE NEWS 

Carers lunch 
by Jon Kinder 
 
A regular fixture in our diary, the most recent Carers Lunch took place in the relaxing 
surroundings of Rowton Hall in July. 

 
The well-attended luncheon was enjoyed by all.  
 
The fourteen attendees were entertained with 
speeches from Joel and a resume from Claire 
Keen on her adrenalin-fuelled skydiving 
experience. 
 
You can read more about Claire’s bravery on 
page 2 of the newsletter but, suffice to say, she 
survived and is planning to do it again! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGN NEWS 
 
This October we are asking you, your friends and family to support the national fundraising 
campaign Silence Speaks. 

Help us raise awareness by standing in solidarity with the 
thousands of people living with MND who have difficulty 
speaking. 

It’s simple to take part. Choose a date, place and duration. The 
longer and more public your silence, the more donations you’ll 
receive. Don’t fancy doing it alone? Get others involved – it’s 
more fun in a team! 

You can find ideas, help and inspiration on the MND 
Association website - www.mndassociation.org. 
 
 
 
 

Pictured: Carers enjoy a delcious lunch out with 

members of the committee.  
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FINANCIAL STUFF  

 

 
Notable donations and fundraising events to 31 August 2018: 

• Frodsham & Helsby Inner Wheel 

• Arley staff 

• Eaton Bank Academy 

• Hanklow Methodist Church 

• Hazel Grove Golf Club 
 

DIARY DATES 
 
24 September @ 2.30pm 
 
6 Oct @ 10am-3.15pm 
 
7 October @ 10am 
 
24 Oct @ 12 for 12.30pm 
 
5 November @ 2.30pm 
 
3 December 
 
 

 
Support meeting 
 
North West Forum 
 
Walk to d’feet 
 
Autumn Carers lunch 
 
Support meeting 
 
Christmas Get Together 

 
Arley Hall and Gardens, Northwich, CW9 6NA 
 
Daresbury Park Hotel, Warrington, WA4 4BB 
 
Marbury Country Park, Northwich, CW9 6AT  
 
Yellow Broom, Twemlow Green, CW4 8BL 
 
Wilmslow Garden Centre, SK9 2JN 
 
Venue to be confirmed 

Summarised Accounts as at 31st August 2018 

Income Expenditure 

Item Year to Date Item Year to Date 

General Donations 680 Financial Support 11,041 

Restricted Donation 11,885 National Office 0 

In Memoriam Donations 2,761 Info & Education 1,249 

Corporate Donations 0 Admin Cost 369 

Fund Raising 10,597 
Publicity and 
Fundraising 655 

Resale of Goods 2,105 
Purchase of goods for 
resale 

                                
0 

Sundry – Just Giving 210 
CEO Appeal & MMU 
Research 

0 

Bank Interest 234 Total Expenditure 13,314 

Gift Aid 2,290 
Surplus for the year to 
date 

17,448 

    

Total Income 30,762 Total 30,762 
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Useful Contacts 
 

MND Connect offers support, information and advice to people living 
with MND, health and social care professionals, staff and volunteers. 
 
Paula Sutton is the Association's Regional Care Development Adviser and has detailed 
knowledge of the care and management of MND. She can be contacted on 07872 161024 or 
paula.sutton@mndassociation.org 
 

Branch Contacts 
 

Chair Joel Millett 01625 525409 joel@mndcheshire.org 

Secretary Clare Ward 01565 653475 clare@mndcheshire.org 

Treasurer John Kinder 01260 291232 john@mndcheshire.org 

Branch Contact Dianne Kinder 07929 732958 dianne@mndcheshire.org 

Publicity Officer Sarah Walker 07970 216057 sarah@mndcheshire.org 

Committee member 

Newsletter Editor 

Hazel Francis 

Emma Edwards 

01270 626222 

07772 324332 

hazel@mndcheshire.org 

emma@mndcheshire.org 

Fundraising 

Campaigns  

Web manager 

Leonie Steventon 

Richard Webb 

Becca Jackson 

07773 248533 

07476 961260 

07498294229 

 

leoniesteventon@btinternet.com 

richard.a.webb@outlook.com 

rebeccajackson139@hotmail.com 

 

Association Visitors 
 

Mike Coleman 

Charlotte Harris 

Joel Millett 

07895 684529 

07841905470 

01625 525409 

mikec.mndcheshire@gmail.com 

charlotte_harris@live.co.uk 

joel@mndcheshire.org 

Amy Richardson 

 

07870 199435 

 

amy@mndcheshire.org 

 

   

GET IN TOUCH 
 
As always, please do contact the committee if you have any news or events you would like to see 
featured in the newsletter and promoted through our social media channels. 
 
Don’t forget, this newsletter is also available by email by contacting emma@mndcheshire.org.   
 

If you no longer wish to receive information from us, please contact emma@mndcheshire.org or one of the committee listed 

above. 

 

Printed by The NeuroMuscular Centre, Woodford Lane West, Winsford, CW7 4EH Tel: 01606 863464  www.nmcentre.com 

 

This newsletter is funded by Hal Bailey In Memorium. 
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